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« Astrophilatelic Basics

 Appropriate Philatelic Material

* Judging Astrophilately



Astrophilatelic Basics

Definition
Astrophilately is a philatelic study of:

* space flights and space-related events and

* illustrates historical, scientific and technical progress
achieved in the exploration of space

Postmarks are the most important element of each
astrophilatelic cover



Astrophilatelic Basics
Cancellation from the Correct Location

APOLLO 15

* Prime recovery ship - sea landing

e Close to Mission Control Centre
or on-board for events in space

MOONLANDING — Two American Astronau odp heir
aft named Falcon to a smooth lunar la d ng. C l el Sco
dL CI Elw h bamehf hp sto-

I h M . Tou hd own came a 6 16 P.M.,,

S T e * Supporting facilities - tracking

e 8§ , G 2 other Moon expl ations while d ng m h f hE
e { e S - f the A IV' T al time the M n (66 hrs., 55
A I ] mins.). Tomo exp the Viings 2B e (18 hrs., 37 mins.) . °
Samples collected 1 I d 171 d d time in fu orbit
MOQN LANDiNG (145 hrs y L Ap ollo 15 slso s featured the first use of a Stat|0ns Suppo rt al rcraft etc
meon car, Lunar Rover 1, which c; d S ott and rwin 17.4 ’ ’

e Cancellations from other

Apollo 15 Moon landing - Houston, TX — 30 July 1971 . .
locations not suitable




Astrophilatelic Basics

Cancellation must have Correct Date

1 V26 ARIVANE 2
=90 SATELLITE DE
TELEVISION TDF 1 AEROSPATIALE

JILATELE - B P, 366
No 0967 97310 KOURQU

Arian V26 launch - Kourou — 27 October 1988

Z The exact date

* When post office is closed the
postmark of the next working
day is acceptable



Astrophilatelic Basics e

1994 July 3
Jiuquan
FSW - 2 2 Flight

‘ On left:-

China Satellite
Launch and
Tracking Control
General flight
cover.

The write up should cover: A//("

e Dates, location, purpose of g
event

* Key aspects of technical data

Below:-

China Satellite
| Launch Agent
flight cover.

 Special activities on board

V1R P D ATRI 2 o) =

732750
TERHEFAMMNT2 T XA
BRMEEMH TS

* Extra-vehicular activities (EVAs)

. . (o | ESoe
* Payloads, and scientific T e
SAPTMLPIAGRILG AMIOR AL 5670555 - 801 7088 BRERTHBEAXHERFT+ 5 BT F3

10/F., Bank of China Building, 24, Des Voeux Road C.. Hong Kong.  Tel: 867 035 017 i < gy .
RRRTHORG: E01 A Yl W St kg, T I W D RRC O L7000 Real posted cover for the 15-day-space with China's Recoverable Satellite
Mo to¥

L]
ex p e r I I I l e I I t S Fanhui Shi Weixing (recoverable research satellite) was launched on July 3, 1994, using a Long March 2D rocket. The FSW -2 2

orbited Earth for 15 days. Scientific experiments on animal cells, remote sensing, micro gravity and industrial applications were
carried out on board. Results were transmitted back to earth or recorded in the satellite for later analysis. Payload included 1,000
covers, which were placed in'the capsule on May 20. The re-entry module was recovered on July 18.



Appropriate Material
Philatelic Items in Astrophilately

Most philatelic items can be shown:

Event Covers
Space Mail
Postal Stationery
Telegrams
Military Post
Maritime Malil

Rocket Mail
Stratosphere Mail
Letters to & from Space
Propaganda Leaflets
Electronic Mail

Stamps



Appropriate Material

Postal-Astrophilatelic material

Covers must be postal with
stamps, postmarks, on-board
postmarks, labels and
markings showing special
treatment

ltems such as stamps,

vignettes, artist’s drawings,
essays, proofs, colour trials,
printing errors can be used

sparingly

Piccard record -Stratosphere balloon

18 August 1932

STS -135 - Houston, TX =12 July 2011




Appropriate Material

Rocket Flown Astrophilatelic material

Philatelic items with an on-board cachets or authenticating
signatures to provide evidence of being in a rocket or spacecraft

oo .00

.

% Stamp cancelled on the ISS with Energia

/ non-postal cancel
No official postal postmark on the stamp

On-board cachet

S\ Authenticating signatures
) f /

ISS Expedition 5 - 1 November 2002 — On-board cachet




Appropriate Material

Event Covers

Launch, docking, undocking, EVA, landing, launch aborts, test
launches, launch failures

Cancellations:

* Post office nearby launch or landing with exact date of event

* C(lose to Mission Control Centre or on-board post office for EVAs

* Vicinity of mission control centre or crash area where spacecraft
burned up or crashed

Special cancellations only if no event cancellation exists

Anniversary cancellations are not suitable




Appropriate Material

(SC Postmark Event Covers - Launch

Albrook A.F.B., Panama
KSC cachet

E—1

Vol #»/gf =k

> N

Mr W Jamieson
208 Bainbridge Ave
Thornwood

; S
1
ol New York 10594
TT

%W%/? ’ﬁ&/ﬁ(&é 7

Apollo XIl Launch — Albrook Air Force Base 14 Nov 1969

/ Correct location, date, KSC cachet x Wrong location & correct date

Apollo VIl Launch — KSC 11 Oct 1968




Appropriate Material

Event Covers - Launch chmelnytskyi

COMMEMORATING

ELDO—EUROPA 1

THREE STAGE
ROCKET

WOOMERA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
SOUVENIR COVER

ELDO launch - Woomera - 4 August 1967

Correct location & date

[Opuit I'azapun co8epuluL HEOGUHAUND BeAl-
wuii nodsuz. Amom nodguz SEAAEMCA CUMBO-
AOM MOZO C8EMAO20, WO HeLem COBLIMCKOMY
HAPoOy KOMMYRLIM.

JI. H. Bpewcres —
Ienepaavnbili cexpemaps LIK KIicc

12-1V-1976

15 net nonera B HOCMOC
IOPHA ANEKCEEBHYA FAFAPHHA
HnyG KocMuyecKoHl diMnaTennu
12 anpens 1976 r.

r. XMenbHULUHHUK

15t Anniversary Gagarin Flight

Wrong location & wrong year



Appropriate Material

Event Covers - Landing

_
GEMINI — 10 RECOVIRY ..l
r--_

GT-10

USS Lake Champlain

Cape Canaveral

EVA
T—18 Astronawls lsnded in ibe Atlasiie 507
FM., July 21 siter 43 orbits, 500 mibes =asl af
Cape Kenmedy
MISSION :nuw by Helicopfer Irom l:l.!; GUADAL-
Gemini Il Splash down - Lake Champlain 19 January 1965 GT 10 Splash down — Cape Canaveral 21 July 1966

J Correct primary recovery ship & date x Wrong location & correct date



Appropriate Material

Event Covers - Landing Baikonur Cosmodrome

12 ANPENA-NEHL KOCMOHABTHKH

P Ra e 118

2 &
15
~ W s 5 RIHEUKE P ERLE % KU —
¥4

% S ‘§
: i
|

| ~o, ’%”
s e &0

g —_— { ¥ Wﬁi

Eﬁﬁ@‘}iﬁﬁ i3 <0040 b

HIRT.

Ay ¢

RETURN TO EARTH
iig - Y — ¥ > v Fivr - -
x o M L ;':;lrﬂ_ RND NN 2111 .88
% H L BEGif0 11818 e

Shenzhou-5 Landing Dorbod Qi 16 October 2003

Soyuz T-14 - Landing Baikonur 21 November 1985

/ Correct location & date

Wrong location & correct date




Appropriate Material
Event Covers - Docking / EVA

ﬁrogress M-56 docking — Korolev - 26 April 2006 / Skylab EVA - Houston, TX - 22 November 1973



Appropriate Material

Event Covers - Support Facilities

Covers from tracking stations, secondary recovery ships,
aeroplanes, rescue helicopters and other supporting aircraft,
if they are postmarked during the mission

Official cachets are preferred.



Beck Cachet

APOLLO 10
LUNAR MODULE AS
OVER MOON :

Yor o k/‘f

¢ U. S. NAVY Pacific
¢ RECOVERY

FORCE PETER W. HATCHER
s irenateatrose st as st st sttt et 4815 South 3lst Street
B790 Arlington, Virginia 22206
3 - _3

Apollo 10 - Secondary Recovery Ship — USS Arlington
26 May 1969

Appropriate Material

| Event Covers - Support Facilities

APOLLO

MANNED
LUMCR
LAN_iiNG

U. S. NAVY

Mr. Ronald Williamson
RECOVERY s5'I1589, V:lashington Street
erry Hills, N.J.
FORCE PACIF'C ry 08034

J Correct date, location

Apollo 11 - Secondary Recovery Ship — USS Arlington
1 Aug 1969

x Wrong date, location




Appropriate Material

Event Covers - Support Facilities

NASA Cachet

r o 4 O av 4

T i 3 8 \p._.:{ ljs.
SHUTTLE TRAINING AIRCRAFT (STA) é“ JﬁLMfré
{982

T-38 CHASE PLANE USED IN
. HELPING OF LANDING OF STS-4 /
CREW- CAPT . JERRY ROSS 2

_,—

M. Barnickel
86 Bamberg 1
Friedrichstr. 10

MAJ. GUY GARDNER
West-Germany

.l”’ &y & &

Gemini 8 tracking -Carnarvon
17 March 1966

STS-4 — T-38 Chase Plane Assists Landing

/ Edwards Air Force Base 4 July 1982




Appropriate Material

Other Event Covers

Can show testing, technical, organisational or political
milestones for space flights or space programs

Includes rollouts, roll-backs, and important meetings as well as
completion and delivery of key components of rockets and
spacecraft

Precursors should be shown



Appropriate Material

Testing — Lifting bodies, wind tunnel test

M-2 LIFTING BoDY SN
i 1571 ) e

A

yASA Flight Research Center
~dwards, Calif

SPACE SHUTTLE TEST

TEST OA-221... AIR DATA

PROBE TEST... 10% SCALE

«or . Bill Dana____, S
PLEL M 2g-40 T TR ATTACK... ETG.
FLIGHT NO. .. WIND TUNNEL TEST

M-2 Lifting Body Edwards Air Force Base, CA Wind Tunnel Test - Moffett Field, CA

2 December 1971 18 November 1976




Appropriate Material
Astronaut training

LIBERTY TREE

Jan. 14, 1977 —
Mendenhall, Bassham, Eﬁ
#946 — Rainey, Whittle,

- 8:00-11:30 AM
aly - 1:30-4:00 PM

FIRST ALT
FREE FLIGHT
AUG. 12,1977

HAISE &
FULLERTOM

White Sands Missile Range, NM — 14 January 1977

Houston, TX — 12 August 1977




Appropriate Material

Roll Outs & Important meetings

ERNO-USA, INC,

22202 Arlington, Va., USA,

2001 Jefferson Davis Highway,

PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON
ON VISIT TO MOSCOW

U.S.- U.S.S.R. SPACE TREATY

MAY 24, 1872

AGREEMENT TO DOCK AN APOLLO
SPACECRAFT WITH A RUSSIAN
S0YUZ SPACE LABORATORY IN 1976

Columbia Roll Out - Kennedy Space Center, FL
29 December 1980

ASTP Agreement signed - Moscow
24 May 1972




Appropriate Material

Guidelines recommend relevant precursors

ALEXANDER BECK
AEROPHILATELIST

KLEINHELMSDORF
SCHOENAU (KATZBACH) LAND
mkalenﬂug: BERMANY - ALLEMAGNE
Nordseebad Duhnen . X.15 Rocket Ship
nach Insel Neuwerk MAKES POWERED FLIGHT
Gerhard Zucker - Herta rocket - Stiege, Germany X-15 -Edwards Air Force Base, CA

31 August 1933 17 September 1959




Appropriate Material

Spacemail
Philatelic material flown onboard at least one spacecraft

Must be cancelled on-board showing the appropriate markings
* on-board postmarks
* on-board cachets
* authenticating signatures

Often signed by the crew in space



Board cachet

Authenticating signatures

HOCMOAPOM BARKOHYP.

AOMHH 10. A. TAFAPHHA

Appropriate Material

Spacemail

Official post mark

|

Dry seal imprint
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Salyut-5 —Soyuz 21 - 6 July 1986

Shenzhou-5 — 6 September 2003




Appropriate Material

Board cachet Spacemail
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Salyut-3 -Telegram to Shatalov — 18 July 1974

Official post marks
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Shenzhou-10 - 1-28 June 2013




Appropriate Material

Stamps, Postal Stationery & Special Cancellations

Stamps or postal stationery issued by country involved in the
depicted space event, within 12 months of the event

They s

Specia

nould not bear a wording highlighting an anniversary

cancellations only where no event covers exist

First day of issue postmarks should not be shown unless the
date coincides with the event

This kind of material should not dominate.



Appropriate Material
Stamps
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ncy (ESA) cele M 19642014

Anniversary. One of-its major accomplishments wés'. eatin S : \\\“\\
their first launch vehicle, Ariane 1, which had its last launch 3 \\ 0

years ago. Above is the Ariane 5, ESA’s latest rocket launchet \ h—
which made its first successful launch on Oct. 21, 1998 an \\‘

. successfully carried an ARD capsule to its destination
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Ariane 5 - Liberia

Stratosphere Balloon Disaster - 1934

Non participating country - Anniversary




Space Mail Appropriate Mate rial Date 19. 3. 1971
covur rocket Postal Stationery
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J Soyuz 4 launch

14 January 1969




Appropriate Material

Special Cancellations & Club Cachets

M
Kiev, 12 April 1961 Club cachet agadan, 25 Feb 1373

Y

,_p_»;ArA.A,_A_m

j |
.’ . '

Soyuz 3-32 -25 Feb 1979 - Magadan club cachet

/ Gagarin launch 12 April 1961- Kiev




Appropriate Material

First Day Covers

Viking missions to Mars

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

1976-1978

NASN

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

Viking Mission to Mars — Hampton, VA — 20 July 1978

Intercosmos — Moscow — 12 April 1979




Astrophilatelic Exhibiting Subjects

Precursors to rocket flight
Unmanned space programmes

Manned space programmes

History of space exploration

Rocket mail, stratosphere balloons,
rocket development
Interplanetary probes,
Communication, Weather Satellites
One country or one programme
USSR, USA, China, Europe
* Soyuz, Apollo, Shenzhou, Ariane
Complete history of space travel
Precursors to space stations



Judging Astrophilately

Criteria
Treatment 20
Philatelic Importance 10
Philatelic & related knowledge,
personal study & research 35
Condition 10
Rarity 20

Presentation 5



Judging Astrophilately

Treatment

Title Page shows plan, purpose & defines scope

Content reflects Title, Purpose, Scope & Plan

Balanced, logical , easy to follow, clear, concise write-up
Completeness of material shown in relation to the scope
Text at each item covers key aspects of event

Primary focus on event covers

Precursors where applicable

Token showing of Common material

Better material shown in depth



Judging Astrophilately

Importance

Significance of actual exhibit & overall significance of that subject

 How difficult area is to collect

* Significance of area relative to world astrophilately
* Significance of area relative to space exploration

* Significance of material relative to selected area

* How much key material is present



Judging Astrophilately

Philatelic & related knowledge,
personal study & research

Full & accurate understanding of subject

ltems chosen & their explanations

Accuracy & appropriateness of write-up

Knowledge of precursors, technical evolution & chronology
Appropriate use of literature



Judging Astrophilately

Condition

Material is in overall good condition

Fine & clear cancellations

Repaired or manipulated items described as such
Condition of common material in perfect condition
Only unique or very rare material is not in fine condition



Judging Astrophilately
Rarity

Difficulty of acquisition

Most appropriate rare items present
Common material does not dominate
How hard would it be to duplicate



Judging Astrophilately

Presentation

Balance in frame

Good use of page with not too much white space
Careful mounting

Write-up is clear, concise & relevant



New Astrophilately Website

https://astrophilately.f-i-p.ch/

Wit x| S|

&« = C # astrophilately.f-i-p.ch B % (HI )

X %) Astrophilately %

35 Apps @ Snipe it Now! Imported From IE @ MewTab [t TypeRussianletters.. §V Home & MycPanel \§V Dashboard < Edith.. [H Archaeology training j HostPapaWebHos. & Australian Woomer.. Cther boskmarks Reading list

) &k Mysites @ aAstrophilately  Customize WP 4+ New ¢ Edit Page Beaver Builder * © Howdy, Charles Bromser [} Q

Home About Commission Members Exhibiting Seminars Meetings Reporis Regulations Resources Archive Contact Us

Welcome to the Astrophilately Commission of the Fédération Internationale
de Philatélie

d all who are interested in Asir

u and the national d

fill sites.

Astrophilately Commission and various handy

exhibiting

Latest News



Any guestions

?
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